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On Monday, Utah Governor Jon Huntsman, Jr., 
signed into law the “Parent Choice in Education” 
Act (H.B. 148). 1 The legislation, which was spon- 
sored by Rep. Stephen H. Urquhart (R-St. George) 
and Sen. Curtis S. Bramble (R-Provo), creates a 
sweeping school voucher program that puts Utah 
on track to offer all children a scholarship to attend 
the school of their parents’ choice. By enacting the 
“Parent Choice in Education” Act, Utah has created 
the most comprehensive school choice program in 
the nation. State and local policymakers across the 
nation should consider similar programs to expand 
educational options and introduce competition 
into education. 

Setting a New Standard. Today, 12 states and 
the District of Columbia provide public funding for 
school choice. 2 In all, approximately 150,000 chil- 
dren across the United States will attend a K-12 
private school using a publicly funded tuition 
scholarship in 2007. 3 

Utah’s new program, scheduled to begin in the 
fall of 2007, will be by far the most expansive school 
choice program in the nation. The program will 
offer scholarships to each of the estimated 500,000 
children currently enrolled Utah’s public schools 
and to low-income children currently attending pri- 
vate schools. 4 The program will also offer scholar- 
ships to all students entering kindergarten in the fall 
of 2007. This means that all children in the state will 
have the opportunity to participate by 2020, 
thereby creating the nation’s first universal, means- 
tested school voucher program. 

feA 

^Heritage ^Foundatiori 



How the Program Will Work. The “Parent 
Choice in Education” Act will provide scholarships 
to assist families that choose to send their children 
to private schools. The scholarship amount varies 
between $500 and $3,000 depending on family 
income. (See Table 1.) 

All current public school students will be able to 
use a voucher to transfer to a private school. Among 
current private school students, only those who 
meet the income guidelines for the federal free and 
reduced school lunch program will be eligible to 
receive scholarships. Moving forward, all students 
entering kindergarten in 2007 and thereafter will be 
eligible to use scholarships to attend a school of 
choice. This means that by 2020 all children in the 
state will be eligible to participate. 

In order to admit students participating in the 
voucher program, private schools must meet a 
number of guidelines. For example, they must 
administer a nationally norm-referenced test, report 
individual test results to parents, and report school- 
wide performance results to the state government. 
Further, participating private schools must disclose 
information relating to teachers’ credentials and the 
school’s accreditation status. Schools also must have 
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